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Chriftmas and New Year's Cuftoms Abroad, 





To the EDITOR, 
SiR, 
VERY where in the Chriftian world, the feftivity, in ho-« 
nour of the birth of our Saviour, brings with it mirth as 
well as confolation. The faithful acknowledge, with gratitude, 
the immeafurable goodnefs of a divine providence ;. the philo- 
fopher admires its utility, its neceflity, was it even a human 
inftitution ; the deift cannot but envy the confolatory belicf of 
the Chriflian; and athcifls muft tremble for a futurity in which 
fo many wife men have confided, and which fo many good men 
expeét with certainty. It carries with it numerous pleafing re- 
membrances for virtuous old age; it holds forth happinefs to 
man; it gives pleafure to youth, and hope to all ages; to the 
cradle as to the death-bed. It encourages the young to flruggle 
with conftancy againft the temptations of vice, and torments of 
misfortunes ; and rewards labour and viétory on the borders of 
the grave with the pleafing profpeét of a bleffed eternity. 

In the fouth and in the north of Europe, among the roman 
catholics, as well as among the lutherans and the proteitants, 
Chriftmas is kept holy, more than Eafter or Whitfunday. Chil- 
dren then receive prefents from their parents; fervants from 
their mafters ; friends compliment friends; and lovers are per- 
mitted to explain, in verfe or profe, the caufe of their fighs. 
Families and friends then meet together; the rich in fumptuous 
repafts, in brilliant balls, in {plendidly ornamented halls ; whilft 
the poverty of garrets fhares its fcanty meals with the wretched- 
nefs of cellars. They all alike repeat the facred and refpeétable 
hofpitality and cuftom of eighteen centuries; and, from the 
more or lefs fimplicity of fome of the ufages, it may be cone 
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cluded, that they originate, with little change, from the times of 
the apoftles, ‘when all Chriftians were regarded as brothers, and 
all fhared the fame tables as well as the fame dangers. 

More corrupted and richer than the north, in the fouth of 
the European continent, every thing is profufion and pageantry. 
A Chriftian of the firft century would, at a midnight mafs on 
Chriftmas eve, at Rome, or Madrid, at Naples, or Vienna, be- 
lieve himfelf in the temple of heathen divinities, crowded with 
the pompous fhews of. vows, from trembling fuperftition, or re- 
penting crime, A Chrilt inacradle of gold or filver, fet round 
with diamonds, and a Virgin Mary dreffed in lace and embroi- 
dery, and decorated with jewels, are exhibited to adoration in 
the churches of the roman catholics, all richly and artfully illu. 
minated with chryftal lamps and luftres, and numerous large ta- 
pers; communion bread is devoutly offered and handed about; 
and, whilft a perfume of the firft odours pleafes or ftrikes the 
fenfes with admiration, mufic, vocal and inftrumental, and a con- 
cert of the firft muaficians, finifhed by a chorus of hundreds of 
the firft fingers, penetrate into the heart, command melancholy, 
or in{pire recollection. All convents, epifcopal hotels, and the 
houfes of the inferior clergy, are ornamented with woven or 
embroidered tapeltries, reprefenting the hiftory of the birth of 
our Saviour; and, until the twelfth night, alms in provifions or 
money are diftributed to all the poor who prefent themfelves, 
and collettions are made at the churches, or in private houfes, 
for thofe who, from ficknefs, infirmity, or modefly, are pre- 
vented from appearing in public. During thefe twelve days, 
private balls are very frequent, accompanied by entertainments 
and prefents, and continue until the public balls and mafque- 
rades of the carnival reftore a community of pleafure between 
the inhabitants and vifitors, between the people of the country 
and ftrangers, between all who can afford to pay, who have cu- 
riofity to fee others, or vanity to exhibit themfelves. 

Even in proteflant Germany, the Chriftmas cuftoms are moftly 
the fame with thofe of the roman catholics, except in Hanover, 
in the lutheran part of Praffia, and in Holltein, where the fame 
ufages are obferved by all claffes of the inhabitants, as only 
among the lower claffes in England; but in Denmark, Sweden, 
and Norway, in differing little from each other, they are totally 
different from all other nations of Europe. In Sweden and 
Norway, where the winter often fets in with October, the peo- 
ple count every day, nay, almoft every hour, that approaches 
to Chinikmas, and they enjoy for months the fealting of fome 
days. The peafants of thofe countries feldom tafle a morfel of 
bread unmixed with graund bones or bark of trees, and wheaten 
bread never but at Chriflmas; dried fifh, and particularly 
pickled herrings, are their common nourifhment inflead of meat, 
except 
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except at Chriftmas, Eafter, and Whitfunday, when falted or 
{moaked meat oftener than fith is enjoyed. 

In O&ober, every year, beer is brewed all over the country ; 
and chofen pieces of meat, from oxen, rein deers, or bears, are 
{moaked to be preferved until Chriftmas eve. The dinner hour 
that day is eleven, and the dinner is rather alunch, Ar fix, the 
fo much defired fupper is upon the table, and confifts of a difh 
of ftock-fith dreffed in milk, a piece of fmoaked beef, or, for 
the poor, fmoaked mutton; a large rice pudding, which is eaten 
with cream, and with wine by the very rich; a kind of white 
partridge roafted (bought for a penny) is ferved to each perfon, 
and the fupper ends with fome dried fruits and {mall nuts. 
The drink is corn brandy intermixed with water, and the Chrift- 
mas beer a fort of brown ale, pleafing to the palate, but heady. 
At this repaft, all perfons are dreffe/l in their holiday clothes, 
and try to have fomething new to be congratulated upon for 
their good choice, and to obtain wifhes to wear it with health 
and profperity. Inthe middle of fupper, the door is fuddenly 
opened by a man, who has his head covered fo as to be un- 
known, and carries a bafket containing the Chriftmas boxes, 
confifting, indeed, of triiles, but giving more real and innocent 
pleafure, than prefents of value, which the dependent or needy 
receive oftener from pride and oftentation, than from bumenity 
or generofity. A prayer-book, worth one fhilling and fixpence, 
is one of the moit valuable gifts, even where the firlt people in 
the place, the colle&tor and the fifcal with their wives, are pre- 
fent. What is intended for the fervants, is diftributed to them 
by their mafters and miftreffes, and they appear in an inftant 
in the room to fhew it, and to make a courtefy. Daring 
the fupper, fome children of the village fing feveral hymns in 
praife of the Virgin and her Son. After fupper, they vifit the 
children’s chamber, i!luminated with coloured candles upon a 
large table, containing round cakes, ginger-bread, and other 
cakes, heaped up one upon another in a pyratnidical form, one 
for each child, more or tefs high, as the conduct of the child has 
been during the year. Thofe cakes are to remain untouched 
until Chriftmas is over. Nearly the fame ufage prevails-in 
Spain, Italy, and Germany, with this difference, that between 
thofe pillars of cakes is an artificial tree, containing wax figures 
of the Virgin, of Chrift, of Jofeph, &c. among the leaves. Be- 
fore nine o'clock, ftrangers retire, and every body goes to bed. 
No fooner is midnight over, than a chorus of the children and 
fervants comes to your chamber-duor, and wifhes you a good 

briftmas. At one o’clock in the morning you are called up 
to breakfaft, and the firit fervice begins at two. 

In entering the wooden church, all painted, or rather daubed 
over, you fee every perfon with one or two candles, before lim 
or her, painted in different colours and manners; all perions 
Carrying with them their own candies and candlelticks, of tlie 
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fize they can afford, and the colour they like. No filver candle. 
flicks were feen, few of other metals, but moft of them of 
carved or gilt wood. 

The fervice, fays our correfpondent, began witha fhort pfalm, 
and then the curate’s fon, a young [chool-boy, after many bows 
to the congregation, placed him{ felf before the altar, and fung, 
in akind of folo, fome paragraphs from a chapter in the Bible, 
about the birth of Chrift. That done, the curate afcended the 
pulpit, and preached extempore for near an hour, and a pfalm 
again finifhed the fervice. At four, another, and at fix the laft 
fervice began, both nearly refembling the firft, and all three 
were over before eight o’clock in the morning. In anfwer to 
my queftion, why the fervice commenced fo early, the curate 
told me that the extent of the parifhes, in fome parts of his 
country, goes to thirty and forty mules, and the parifhioners 
would not be home in time to enjoy Chriftmas day, the only 
happy day for moft of them in the year, was he to detain them 
later. He added, this isthe only holiday I am obliged to preach 
three extempore fermons. This cuftom is, however; more 
probably, a remnant of the roman catholics’ midnight mafs. 

At our return from church, a warm beer foup, fweetened with 

molaffes, and the beef from the fapper, were offered as refrefh- 
ments. At twelve o'clock we all dined with the colleétor, 
nearly inthe manner we had fupped, with the addition of a 
roafted wild fowl of the fize of a turkey, called in their lan. 
guage, kaeder, of an agrecable flavour, anda pot of artificial 
coffee from burned oak, dried forrel, &c. After dinner, the 
collef&tor made a {mall bow] of punch from arrack, containing 
jult awine glafs of liquor for each of us. At five o'clock, the 
fupper was upon the table, and plenty of beer drank, with 
wilhes that they might all meet again happy at another Chrift. 
mas. 
During the whole day, and all the following days of my flay, 
the children of the village were finging hymns before the houfes 
of the curate, of the colleétor, and of the fifcal; and thefe three 
perfons continued each in turn to treat the two others and their 
families, nearly in the fame manner as on Chrifltmas day, only 
with the difference, that except new year’s day, every evening 
was finifhed by a dance for an hour, of their children, at the 
finging of their mothers, no mufician being in the parifh. 

At midnight on new year’s eve, 1 was again difturbed by the 
chorus of the children and fervants, to wifh mea good new 
year, and called to attend divine fervice, which began an hour 
later, and was over an hour earlier than Chriffmas morning, and 
confifted only of two fermons. All the parfhioners now fol- 
lowed their paftor to his houfe, where they brought him pre- 
fents of butter, cheefe, eggs, dried or pickled rein deer, or 
bear’s-fleth, &c, and in return received each a glafs of brandy. 
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All of them kiffed the hands of the curate’s wife, and fome of 
them even thofe of the curate. During that day, all perfons 
who met fhook hands, or embraced each other, in wifhing a good 
new vear, The curate told me that, in the towns and cities, all 
claffes of people vifit or leave their cards on new year’s day ; 
and that a negle& of it is always regarded as an affront. Su- 
periors diflribute prefents to their inferiors, who do the fame 
among themfelves ; and mafters reward the zeal or fidelity of 
their fervants, as on the Chriftmas eve. In all coflee-houfes 
and taverns, a pewter plate is placed upon the bar, where the 
cuftomers put fome money for the waiters ; who, during the 
year, never demand or expe& any thing from regular cuflomers. 
This laft ufage is followed and improved upon in France, Italy, 
and Germany, where the waiters, in ferving, offer each cuftomer 
acornet of paper, containing fome {weetmeats or confectionary 
dainties, and expeét in return a prefent in money. 

It was the conftant cuftom of this good curate, not to fuffer 
any body jn his houfe to remain in bed after fix o’clock in the 
morning, or to begin any work before morning-prayers; the 
family, fervants, and vifitors, were all colleéted in the fame 
room, and remained upon their knees until prayers were over. 
After fupper every night, the fame ceremony took place with 
the evening prayers ; and though this edifying devotion con- 
tinued nearly half an hour each time, I never. obferved any 
thing but attention even in the children. Prayers of a quarter 
of an hour were regularly faid before and after each repaft, and 
the curate often interrupted the innocent dance of the children, 
by afking them to pray and fing hymns, to which they fubmitted 
with a cheerfulnefs, which proved they had been inftru&ed, 
that, in doing their duty to their Creator, they enjoyed the fir 
of all earthly pleafures. 

The great diftance from all towns, and the few wants of the 
people, made every thing very cheap in this part of the country. 
Thecurate’s wife often told me, that the colle&tor muft be rich, 
becaufe, with three children only, he had forty rix-dollars, or 
ten pounds in the year, whilft her hufband, with half that falary, 
could very well bring up feven children. This good woman, 
when I afked her what I could do for her family, for their hofpi- 
tality towards a flranger, told me with much fimplicity, that, 1 
I could afford it, and would fend her hufband from Gottenburgh 
(diftant about one hundred and fifty miles), a pound of good 
tobacco, I fhould make her hulband as happy asa prince. 

In converfing with the pious curate about the morality of his 
parifhioners, he told me with a groan, that, three years ago, a 
crime had been committed, which had excited alike the wrath 
of Heaven, and the fcandal of the fee; becaufe the daughter of 
a peafant was feduced by a Danihh officer, and had a baftard 
child. But, added he, though the died ina fhort time, and very 
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repentant, both myfelf, my wife, and our neighbours, have 
often feen the Devil, fince fhe was buried, walk in the church- 
yard, fometimes under the figure of a white bear, and at other 
times as a black wolf, with fire in his mouth and eyes ; and we 
have been feveral times difturbed in the night. by the rattling of 
chains, and complaints, in the very voice of the unfortunate girl, 
which only our fincere prayers caufed ta ceafe. The croffes 
you obferve upon the infide and outfide of every door, faid the 
curate’s wife, are there to prevent her evil {pirit or the Devil 
from. penetrating our houfe ! 

At laft, on the tenth day, information arrived that the lakes 
were entirely frozen and fate, and by putting my carriages upon 
fledges, I might continue my journey. 

During my travels, I have witneffed the grandeur of courts, 
the pride of rank, the vanity, the oftentation of riches. I have 
feen every where many rejoicings, artificial gaiety, and plea- 
fures commanded, but not felt ; but in the retirement amongft 
innocence and fimplicity, goodnefs and’ hofpitality, where I 
pafled this Chriftmas, I found what philofophers look for in 
vain in populous cities or crowded affemblies—virtue rewarded 
with true happinefs upon earth, undifturbed by the perverting 
fophiftry of reformers, the dangerous dogmas of innovators, 
and the abominable crimes which defolate fouthern Europe. 


A TRAVELLER. 





ELIZA LASCELLS: A TAte. 
Continued from Page 5. 


O have reproached Eliza for having a€ted clandeftinely to. 
ward her, would have increafed her referve, and aug. 
mented her grief; the therefore determined if poffible to footh 
her into confidence, and try to divert her attention toward other 
objeéts, and amufe her mind. This refolution fhe imparted to 
her friend, Mr. Herbert, who highly approved the judicious 
plan, and at the fame time undertook to write to his pupil, from 
whom by return of poft he received the following reply : 

It is impofhble, my dear Sir, for the power of language to 
defcribe the mifery which your letter has produced, but allow me 
to affure you, upon my moft facred honour, that I merit not the 
charge s which it contains. 

* Bafe muft be the man, who can deliberately endeavour to 
obtain the affections of an arilefs young female, without making 
her an ample return of regard; but this, my dear Si, is far 
from my fituation, tor the image of Eliza Lafcells reigns trium. 
phant in my heart. To fay that I love ber, is but faintly expref. 
fing a paflion which can only be extinguilhed by “ and an 
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Petrarch himfelf ever felt toward his Louifa that enthufiaftic 
warmth which animates my breaft ! 

** You tell me, that I was acquainted with the defigns of my 
father ; that 1 have murdered Eliza’s happinefs, and deftroyed 
her peace ; that by underhand ftratagems I have feduced her af- 
feions, and taught a charatter, naturally ingenuous, the pra@ice 
of deceit. Lallow that my father had acquainted me with his in- 
tentions; I acknowledge that Lord Lexington has acknowledged 
me by the title of his future fon; but are the affeflions under 
controul, are the paflions to be kept under reftridtion? or is 
Eliza Lafcells to be feen, without.exciting love ? To the charge 
of murdering her happinefs, I never can plead guilty, when, to 
purchafe it, I would willingly facrifice my own. Our affections 
are involuntary; I pra€tifed no arts to feduce her; but that I 
love her to diftraétion is my proudeft boafl. That I endeavoured 
to conceal my paflion from Mrs. Lafcelis, is a truth which I do 
not attempt to deny, for I know her opinions of reétitude fo 
well, that I dreaded her writing to my father; and I likewife 
know in what manner he would reply. Rank and fortune are 
the idols which he worthips, and unfortunately of neither is my 
adored Eliza poffeffed: I theretore feared, that he might ufea 
flyle of language to her mother which would wound the exqui- 
fite fenfibility of her heart. 

“* [ have now, my dear Sir, replied to the charges you have al- 
leged again me, and I flatter myfelf in a manner you muft ap- 
prove; at prefent it is abfolutely neceilary to conceal my attach- 
ment from my father, though I hope the time is not far diftant 
when I fhall be able to avow it to the world. Tothe amiable 
Mrs. Lalcells, I beg leave to offer the moft refpeétful remem- 
brance—tell my beloved Eliza, that 1 love her more than life, 
and aflure yourfelf, my dear Sir, 

“© That I am, with gratitude and affe@ion, 
** your devoted humble fervant, 
ehh AY Ang 

The perufal of this letter afforded very little fatista&tion to 
Mr. Herbert; for although it contained a declaration of the moft 
paffionate regard, the fubject of marriage was never once named; 
a circumitance which excited both his apprehenfion and con- 
cern. The education of Eliza had been condu&ted with the 
greach propriety, and fentiments of female, delicacy had been 
inftilled with the utmoft care; he therefore could not entertain 
adoubt refpeéting ber virtue, but he could not help dreading 
that {he might be cruelly decenved. While he was debating with 
himielf whether he fhould thow Edward’s letter to Mrs. Lafceils, 
and was reflecting in what manner he fhouyld reply to its con. 
tents, he was furprifed at feeing Sir Charlies Charlton’s carriage 
drive up the avenue, and went out to receive him with the letter 
in bis hand. g 
here 
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There was a coldnefs in that gentleman’s manner which afto- 
nifhed Mr. Herbert, as he had always treated him with the af. 
feétion of a friend; and the quick glance of his eye foon recog- 
nized the writing, and he ceremonioufly enquired if the letter 
was not from his fon; upon being anfwered in the aflirmative, he 
requefted to fee it. Mr. Herbert recolle€ting the manner in 
which Sir Charles was mentioned, politely refufed ; upon which, 
he exclaimed in a tone of refentment, “ I am now thoroughly 
convinced that what I have heard is true; yes, Sir, I am per- 
fuaded you have aéted in a moft difgraceful manner toward me, 
and are endeavouring to marry my fonto fome needy relation 
of your own; but 1 came down for the purpofe of telling you, 
that I have difcovered your treachery, and am determined to 
fruitrate your iniquitous defigns.” . 

Mr. Herbert was fo petrified by this unexpeted attack upon 
his principles, that it was fome moments before he was able to 
reply ; when, ftretching out the hand which ftill contained the 
letter, he faid, “* You will there fee Sir Charles, how little I have 
merited this abufe: juftice to myfelf obliges me to fhow your 
fon’s letter, and I only retufed delivering it up before, from de- 
licacy to you.” While Sir Charles was perufing his fon’s letter, 
his countenance underwent a vifible change, and, folding it up, 
he delivered it to its pofleffor without even uttefing a fingle 
word. 

After walking up and down the room in vilible agitation, he 
faid, “* Mr. Herbert, your conduét has been fhamefully abufed ; 
1 bluth at my own credulity in having harboured an idea that a 
man of fuch noble principles fhould have had an interefted de- 
fign upon my fon.” Beforethe worthy Mr. Herbert could reply 
to this apology, the names of Mrs. and Mifs Lafcells were an- 
nounced, and io much was the worthy re@or embarraffed by 
their mala propos appearance, that he abfolutely forgot to intro- 
duce them to his gueft. They had been taking their morning 
walk, and had entered through the garden, and of courfe had not 
feen Sir Charles’s equipage at the door; but Mrs. Lafcells ob- 
ferving the confufion of the reétor, fancied fhe had interrupted 
fome bulinefs, and therefore thortened her flay. 

When rifing to take Jeave, Sir Charles involuntarily faid, he 
hoped he was not fo unfortunate as to drive the ladies away, and 
litle fafpecting to’ whom he was paying attention, afked Mr. 
Herbert if they might not be permitted to attend the ladies home. 
To this propofal he readily aflented; Sir Charles offered Mrs. 
Lafcells his arm, and when they arrived at her {mall, though ele- 
gant little cottage, the gentlemen were politely invited to walk 
in. Not more than a quarter of an acre of land enciofed the 
humble dwelling, but, diminutive as it was, the higheft tafte was 
_ difplayed ; the thatched roof was overfpread w'th jeflamine and 
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wood-bines, and {mall beds of the choiceft flowers were elegantly 
arranged. 

Paffing through a fragrant arhour, they entered a {mall par- 
lour, coloured. with pale green, the border of which had been 
painted by Eliza, and in which was difplaved both elegance and 
tafte. A fmall piano, filled a recefs in it, two beautifully painted 
pedeftals fupported.a pair of globes; the curtains were white, 
bordered with a running pattern of rofes, which were not only 
admired for their beauty, but from being Eliza’s work. Several 
well executed land{capes adorned the Iutle apartment, which the 
delighted Sir Charles individually admired, and by his intreaties 
the ladies were perfuaded to indulge him with a duct upon a 
piano fore. If his eyes were delighted with the vilible objets 
which prefented themfel ves, his fenfes were captivated by what he 
had heard ; and when Mr. Herbert reminded him that the dinner 
hour was approaching, it was with evident reluftance that he 
took leave, So captivated was he with the elegant and engaging 
manners of Mrs. Lafcells, and fo firuck with the fuperiority of 
Eliza’s charms, that he feemed entirely to have forgotten the pur- 
pofe of his journey, until it was recalled to his recolle&tian by 
Mr. Herbert’s remarks. 

“ For Heaven’s fake, drop the fubje&t, my dear friend ;” faid 
the embarsaffed baronet, ‘* for I cannot bear evento refle& upon 
the manner jn which I have behaved ; however, I hope this letter 
will prave fome apology for my conduét, which I have only to 
intreat you will read.” So faying, he drew the malicious fabri- 
cation from his pocket, which the worthy re&tor, with the mof 
perfe& compofure perufed. The letter, which from the poft. 
mark had been written by fome perfon in the neighbourhood, in- 
formed Sir Charles, that Mr. Herbert was endeavouring to feduce 
the affeGtions of his fon, and had a€tually obtained a promife of 
marriage from him, to a girl whom it was believed was his na- 
tural child. It painted Eliza as illiterate and artful, deficient in 
accomplifhments, but poffefled of perfonal charms; and con- 
cluded by faying, that under the direftion of her fuppofed 
father, fhe had obtained an entire afcendency oyer Edward’s 
heart. 

It was impofible for Sir Charles to fuppofe, for a mament, 
that the being, whofe manners he had been ftruck with, was the 
one which the letter defcribed ; and as the writer had concealed 
the name, he heard that of Lafcells, without its exciting any 
emotion but that of admiration in his mind. ‘* Every man has 
his enemies, Sir Charles ;” faid Mr. Herbert, mildly, “* and I 
have no reafon to expect to be exempt ; yet I cannot conceive 
what could be the motive of the writer in fabricating this mali. 
cious account.” ‘* Name it no more, my dear Sir,” replied the 
baronet, “* but do me the favour. to exert your influence over 
the mind of my fon ; tcll him you have made me acquainted with 
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his boyifh extravagance, and that I have told you he is as much 
engaged as if he was amarried man. With regard tothe young 
woman, I think it is neceflary that fhe fhould be candidly told 
he can never make her his‘wife; butas every young man of 
fathion muft have a miftrefs, I fhould not even think of interfer. 
ing with his choice.” 

At this fpeech of Sir Charles, the worthy Mr. Herbert felt 
the flufh of indignation overfpread his cheek, and he felt pleafed 
that he’ had not informed him that the lovely Eliza Lafcells was 
the being whom he would have placed in that degrading light. 
Dinner being over, Sir Charles filled himfelf a bumper, and 
drank to the health of the fair reclufe. ‘* Upon my life, (faid 
he) Herbert, if I was afew years younger, I fhould be tempted 
to givea fecond motherto my fon! Never did I behold fo lovely 
a creature ! then that infatuating, modeft difidence, how it cape 
tivates the heart! Her mother is likewife a charming woman: 
in fhort, I know not when I have feen two females fo much to be 
admired. Was my fon ever introduced to them; had he fallen 
in'love with fuch a girl as that’ I know not what I could have 
faid: Lady Mary Lexington‘would be an abfolute foil to her, 
for it is her fortune that is attraétive, inftead of herfelf.””. The 
baronet was fo full of Eliza’s attra€&tions, that he’did not wait 
to hear whether his fon had been introduced ; and Mr. Herbert, 
inftead of replying to the queflion, merely faid, that the per- 
fonal charms of Mifs Lafcells were inferior to thofe of her 
mind; and knowing his gueft was a very great fport{man, con- 
trived to turn the fubjeét from female béauty to the excellence 


of his dogs. : 
(To be continued.) 








Narrative of the late Rebellion in Ireland, 
(Continued from Page 9g.) 


FI HE ftrongeft column of the rebels, compofed of inhabi- 

tants of Weftmeath, direéted their march, after their de- 
feat, to Wilfon’s Hofpital, an edifice ere&ted for charitable pur- 
pofes, the maintenance of twenty aged men and a hundred boys, 
in the laft mentioned county, fix miles from Mullingar, from a 
legacy bequeathed by Andrew Wilfon, of -Piersfield. This 
building had already been feized and plundered in the morning 
of the fame day, by another body of rebels, who, on the arrival 
of the defeated column, were taking meafures {we are told) to 
butcher on the fucceeding day, the 6th of September, twenty- 
eight proteftants, who had been brought thither prifoners from 
the neighbouring country, when they were prevented by the 
approach of a fimall body of troops, about four o’clock in the 
afternoon. 
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afternoon, This was a force colleéted- by Lord Longford, com- 
pofed of yeomen and Argyle fencibles, “the whole ftated by fome 
at between two and three hundred, by others at twice as many. 
The fencibles were commanded by Major Porter, who brought 
one field-piece for the attack. A large body of the rebels, of 
whom about five hundred are faid to have been armed with fire. 
locks, marched from the hofpital to meet thefe troops near the 
village of Bunbrufna. After an abortive attempt of fome of 
their party to feize the field-piece by an impetuous onfet, in 
which, by a difcharge of grape-fhot, many of them fuffered, the 
infurgents maintained not the combat long. In their flight a 
party took fhelter in a farm-houfe and offices which were in 
confequence burned ; and probably many wretches perifhed in 
the flames. The troops, as day-light failed, lay on their arms 
all night, with intention to attack the hofpital in the morning ; 
but they found it then evacuated by the infurgents, whofe lofs 
of men is reported by very doubtful authority to have been 
near two hundred in killed and wonnded; while that of the 
royal troops was only two men of the artillery, fhot by one 
rebel from behind a hedge. 

Moft of the towns which had fallen into the hands of the re. 
bels were about this time recovered, as Newport and Weftporr, 
by the fencibles and yeomen under the Hon. Dennis Browne, 
brother to the Earl of Altamont, and Captain Urquart; but Bal. 
lina and Killala remained fome time longer in their poffeffion. 
On his march from Caftlebar, on the 4th of September, Hum- 
bert had left no part of his army at Killala or Ballina, except 
three officers at the former, and one at the latter, to command 
the rebels who formed the garrifons of thefe towns. Intelli- 
gence was received by thefe officers, on the 12th, of the fate of 
their army at Ballinamuk; which intelligence was, for good 
reafons, concealed from the rebels, until they were informed 
by fome of their own party, who had efcaped from the 
flaughter. 

On the 23d of September, thirty-two days after the landing 
of the French army, and fifteen after its capture at Ballinamuk, 
a large body of troops arrived at Killala, under the command of 
Major-General Trench, who would have been a day or two 
later in his arrival, if he had not been haftened by a meflage 
from the Bifhop of Killala, concerning the extreme danger of 
his family, and the reft of the loyalifts in that town.. “ The 
peaceful inhabitants of Killala were now to be fpe€iators of a 
fcene which they had never expeéted to behold—a battle! a 
fight which no perfon who has feen it once, and pofleffes the 
feelings of a human creature, would choofe to witnefs a fecond 
time. Atroop of fugitives in full race from Ballinawomen 
and children tumbling over one another to get into the caftle, 
or into any houfe in the town where they might hope for a moe 
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mentary fhelter—continued for a painful length of time to give 
idtice of the approach of an ariny. 

“ The rebels quitted their camp to occupy the rifing ground 
Clofe by thé town, on the road to Ballina, pofting themfelves 
tirider the low ftone walls on each fide in fuch 4 manner as 
énabled them with great Advantage to take aim at the king’s 
troops. They had a flrong guard alfo on the other fide of the 
town toward Foxford, having probably received intelligence, 
which was true, that General Trench had divided his forces at 
Crofmalina, and fent one part of them by a detour of three 
thiles to intercept the fugitivés that might take that courfe in 
theit flight. This laff detachment confifled chiefly of the Kerry 
militia, andér the orders of Lieutenant-Colonel. Crofbre, and 
Maurice Fitzgerald, the knight of Kerry; their colonel, the 
Earl of Glandore, attending the general. It is a circumftance 
Which ought never to be forgotten by the Joyalifts of Killala, 
that the Kerry militia weré fo wrought upon by the exhortations 
of thofe two fpirited officers, to lofe nd time to comé to the 
relief of their perifhing friends, that they appeared on the fouth 
fide of the town at the fame inftant with their fellows on the 
oppofite fide, though they had a league more of road to per- 
form. 

* The two divifions of the royal army were fuppofed to 
make up about twelve hundred men, and they had five pieces 
of cannon, The number of the rebels could not be afcertained. 
Many ran away before the engagement, while a very confider- 
able number flocked into thé town ih the very heat of it, paffing 
under the caltle windows in view of the French officérs on 
horfeback, running upon death with as little appearance of re- 
fle€tion or concern, as if they were haftening to a fhow, About 
four hundred of thefe mifguided men fell in the batcle and im- 
mediately after it. Whence it may be conjeftured that their 
entire number fcarcely exceeded eight or dine hundred.”* To 
account for fo great a flaughter, we are to obferve from the fame 
excellent narrative from which I have alréady tranfcribed, that 
they met with death on every fide whete they attempted to 
efcape; for, when driven from their poft ontfide the town by a 
flanking fire of the foldiery, they fled in al! ‘dire&tions, they 
were firioufly purfued by the Roxburgh cavalry, who flaugh- 
tered many in the ftreets, and were’ cither intercepted at the 
other end of the town by thé Kerry militia, or dire€ted their 
flight to the fhore, wheré alfo “ the fugitives weré {[Wept away 
by fcores,a cannon being placed on the oppolite fide of the bay 
which did great executiou.’’t 


* A narrative of what paffed at Killala, by an eye witnefs, fup- 
pofed to be the Bithop of Killala. Dublin; 1800. 


f Narrative of what piffed at Killala, &c. 
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The purfuit of the cavalry intothe town “was hot agreéable 
to military pra€tice, according to which it is ufual to commit 
the affault of a town to the infantry ; but here the general 
wifely reverfed the mode, in order to prevent the rebels, by a 
rapid purfuit, from taking fhelter in the ‘cules of the towns. 
folk, a circumftance which was likely to provoke tndifcriminate 
flaughter and pillage, The meafure was attended with the de. 
fired fuccefs. A confiderable number was cut down in the 
ftreets, and of the remainder but a few were able to efcape into 
the houfes. Some of the defeated rebels, however, did force 
their way into houfes, and by confequence brought mifchief 
upon the innocent inhabitants, without benefit to themielves. 
The firft houfe, after pafling the bilhop’s, is that of Mr. William 
Kirkwood ;! iis fituation expoled it on this occafion to peculiar 
danger, as it fronts the main ftreet, which was raked entirely 
by a line of fire. A flying rebel had burft through the door, 
followed by fix or feven foldiers: they poured a volley of muf- 
ketry after him, which proved fatal to Mr. Andrew Kirkwood, 
a moft loyal and refpeétabie citizen, while he was rejoicing at 
thé vi€tory, and in the very d4&t of fhouting out “ God fave th 
king!” In fpite of the exertions of the general and his off- 
cers, the town exhibited all the marks of a place taken by ftorm, 
Some houfes were perforated like a riddle: moft of them had 
their doors and windows dellroyed; the trembling inhabitants 
fcarcely efcaping with life, by lying proftiate on the floor. 
Nor was it till the clofe of next day that their ears were re- 
lieved from the horrid found of mufkets difcharged every mi- 
nute at flying and powerlefs rebels. The plague of war fo 
often vifits the world that we are apt to liften to any defcription 
of it with the indifference of fatiety: it is the aStual infpeion 
only, that fhews the monfler in its proper and full deforinity.’’t 

The town of Killala thus recovered by his majefty’s forces, 
had been thirty-two days in the pofleffion of the French and 
rebels. Of the tranfaction which occurred there during that 
period, the public is favoured with an interefting narrative, unte 
verfally fuppofed to be the produétion of the learned Dr. Stock, 
Jord bifhop of Killala, who, with his family, was all that time in 
the hands of the invaders and their auxiliaries, 


+ Narrative of what paffed at Killala, &c. 


(To be continued.) 





Similar Eff fs of Infidelity and Ignorance. 


JUEN the platform was juft fMriking under the feet of 
Colonel Defpard, he looked upward, and coolly re- 
marked, 
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marked, “ It is very cold, I think we hall have fome rain.” 
This brings to recolle&tion an event that happened many years 
fince in the weft of England. A ftupid fellow, who had made 
too free with his neighbour’s fheep on Exmoor, was tried, con- 
v.éted, and led out to execution. On afcending the Jadder, in- 
fiead of flopping at the part where he was to be tied up, he went 
to the very top, and, looking round the country, exclaimed, 
** Good Lor ! how cruel vur us can zee !’”’ But the executioner 
foon fetched poor clodpole down, and in a fhort time his eyes 
were opened to anew and much more extenfive profpeé. 





Particulars of an atrocious Murder committed on the Bodies 
of Mr. and Mrs. Rudd, at a Plantation near Warfaw, in 
the Ifland of Famaica, on the Morning of the 15th of 
September laft, by three of their own Negroes. 


BOUT half paft feven, Mr. and Mrs. Rudd, their little 
boy (about two years of age), and Captain Read, of the 
fhip Friends, of London, (who had juft recovered from a dan- 
gerous ficknefs), fat down to breakfaft. About eight o’clock, 
Mr. Rudd left the table, to go to fome negroes, who were at 
work in a wood about two hundred yards from the houfe. He 
had not left the room many minutes, when a fhrieking was 
heard. Captain Read and Mrs. Rudd immediately rufhing out 
of the houfe, the firft obje& they beheld was two of the negroes, 
with bill-hooks in their hands, covered with blood, and running 
towards them. 

There could be no doubt asto the horrid aét which the villains 
had juft perpetrated ; and Captain Read having no weapon to de- 
fend Mrs. Rudd and himfelf with, there appeared no fafety but 
in flight, if it could be effeled. Captain Read therefore caught 
Mrs. Rudd by the arm, whofe fhrieks and lamentations would 
have pierced the heart of any but the molt ferocious favages, 
and endeavoured to regain the houfe; but weakened as he bad 
been by three months’ ficknefs, and agitated by the horrid cir- 
cumftance which had juft taken place (Mrs. Rudd too, was then 
almoft exhaufted with diftrefs and horror), his foot ftruck the 
ftump of a tree, and he fell ! The inhuman monfters were, by 
this time, clofe tothem; and Captain Read, in rifing, faw one of 
them ftrike the tatal blow at the unfortunate lady. 

There was then no alternative for Captain Read, but im- 
mediate death, or flight ; forthere was noaffiftance that he could 
hope for, within a mile. He had ranonly afew yards, when 
the murderers, having completed the fecond bloody bufinefs, 
purfued him with ail their fpeed, 
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Infenfible to every danger, but what might fo naturally be 
dreaded from the cruelty of his purfuers, he direéted his flight 
towards a plantation, in which feveral friendly negroes were at 
work ; to gain which (by a wonderful proteéting providence) he 
hurried, unhurt, downa deep and tremendous precipice, which 
it is moft Kkely had been untrod by human foot till then, One 
of the villains continued to chafe him down a part of the moun- 
tain; but, perceiving that the friendly negroes had taken the 
alarm, and were coming to Captain Read’s affiftance, he re- 
turned ; and, joining his bloody affociates, they all ran into the 
woods for fhelter ; many of the other negroes and whites purfu- 
ing them. 

After a ftri& fearch of two days, they were apprehended ; 
and, on the firft of Oftober, they were tried, and executed at 
Port Antonio, and their heads cut off, and fuck upon poles near 
the {pot which had been the fcene of their horrid barbarity. 

The poor orphan-boy, who was thus in a moment deprived of 
both his parents, was taken from the houfe by Meffrs. John and 
Jofeph Dixon, who live near the place ; and are relations of the 
deceafed. 

The mangled remains of Mr. and Mrs. Rudd were taken to 
Warfaw ; and, after the inqueft, were interred together in one 
grave. 

Thefe three remorfelefs villains had been purchafed only a 
fhort time before. The unfortunate viétims of their favage fe- 
rocity, unparalleled in fome inftances, had refided only a month 
on the fatal fpot, whither they had removed from Hope Bay ; 
and, as it appears, from various accounts, were very greatly res 
{petted by all who knew them. 

One of the feveral letters, detailing this horrid circumftance, 
fays, that Mrs. Rudd furvived the wounds which had been fo 
cruelly infliéted, about twenty minutes ! The poor little infant 
boy, terrified by the cries he heard, had (leemingly by a fuper- 
natural dire€tion of providence) covered himfelf over with fome 
clothes on the floor, and efcaped the hands of the mercilefs 
villains. 

The unfortunate pair, as has been already mentioned, were 
buried at Warfaw ; a numerous and moft refpeéftable train of 
friends and acquaintance attending their mournful obfequies. 
The place of their interment is a garden, belonging to Mr. 
Dixon ; and when thefe appalling accounts were difpatched, a 
monutnent was preparing, upon which it was intended to place 


o? 


the following in{cription : 


ce . . 
While fepulchral marble points out the afhes of the great, 
Jet this plain tomb inform, that underneath it lie the remains of 
Thomas Trohear Rudd and Mary his wife, both of the county 


of Cumberland, in England. And let it alfo be a laiting monitor, 
9 that 
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that neither virtue, humanity, charity, nor benevolence, are at 
all times a fhield againft favage barbarity, ferocity, and ingra- 
titude ! 

* In their prime of life, they were barbaroufly murdered, on 
the 15:h of September, 1803, by fome of their own negroes, to 
whom the moft tender and attentive duties of a mafter and 
miflref{s had been intended, and fhewn, in a molt indulgent 
manner. 

** Their conduét through life had gained them the efleem and 
affe€tion of anumerous and refpefable acquaintance, and their 
untimely and unhappy fate drew unfeigned tears from thoufands; 
and all who knew their merits andtheir virtues, juflly join in 
pronouncing that they fell the viétims of humaninty.—T. T,. R. 
Nat. ob.—M. R. nat. ob.” 

Several letters (as already intimated) have been received by 
the relatives and friends of the deceafed, on this afflicting fub- 
jeét. It appears, from fome of thefe, that Shildaw Plantation 
{that is the name of the place) was only intended by Mr. and 
Mrs. Rudd as their refidence for a few weeks, on account of its 
cool fituation; but Mr. Rudd having refolved upon their quite 
ting the ifland, it was intended that Mrs. Rudd and their little 
boy fhould fail for England with the next fleet, Mr. Rudd pure 
pofing to follow them in the {pring. 

Mr. Rudd was a fon of the late Mr. Rudd, attorney, of 
Cockermouth ; and Mrs. Rudd, daughter of the late Mr. Henry 
Jackfon, fhip-builder, of Whitehaven. 





Curious Return recently made to the Commiffioners for the In- 
come Tax. 


I, A. B. do declare 
I have but Jitile money to {pare 
I have 
1 Little houfe 
1 Little maid 
2 Little boys 
2 Lutle trade 
2 Liutle land 
2 Ditto money at command 
Rather too little is my little all 
To fupply with comfort my dear little {quall 
And 2 too little to pay taxes at all 
By this you fee 
I have children three 
Depend on me A.B. 


The Shrewfbury Chronicle fays the veracity of the above ree 
turn may be depended upon. 
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FASHIONS for JANUARY. 


HE report of fafhions may feem, at firft. bluth, a: trivial 

matter, a fubjeé&t almoft too light for ferious remark. 
Thofe, however, who look beneath the furface of things, will 
form a very different conclufion. How immenfe is that por- 
tion of our manufactures which is influenced by fafhion, Man- 
chefter, Norwich; London can teftify. ‘The injuty fair trade 
fuflains, by talfe reports upon fafhion, ts incalculable: certainly 
it is fufficiently great to render truth and precifion, in this des 
partment, an important duty. With this conviétion, we fub- 
mit the following as the real ftyle of firft rate elegance at the 
prefent moment. 

' For Furi: Dress, 

Turbans of various kinds are univerfally worn. That of 
the prieftefs of the fun is the moft prevailing. They fhew more 
of the hair in front than ufual, which is dreffed to look difcom- 
pofed a coup de vent, 

. UNDRESS, 

Chapeau de Jparterie, with military or. Scotch plumes. 
Brown muflin drefles, laced behind with gold cord, and em- 
broidered with gold round the train. White Grecian fleeves 
fhort. 

Tuniques of lace, or coloured filk, reaching almoft to the 
ground, over train, petticoats trimmed round. 

Fichu, ruffle collar, high behind, open in front, trimmed with 
tulle, confined with a gold e/clavage, worn outfide or faftened 
with an antique.: The pelerine of lace clofe to the throat. 

The moft elegant drapery is a tiger mantle, covering only 
half the figure, and put en 4 Hank cy The bonnet fauvage, with 
argus feathers, ornamented with Egyptian pebbles and white 
beads, is very elegant and becoming. Velvet peliffes, trimmed 
round the bottom with broad lace, and a quilling of tud/e down 
the front ; a {pencer under, the collar trimmed with ¢ud/e, which 
is tied round the throat with a coloured handkerchief; a bouts 
pendants, 


A QUESTION, by W. Carter, at Mr. Quant’s Boarding 
School, Everfhot, 





Mathematical friend of mine who has bought an effential 
re€tangular piece of land for £0], per acre defires to know 
what the purchafe money amounts to from the following data, 
viz. the fum of the length and breadth is equal to the fquare of 
their difference more 12, and the perimiter of the triangle is 
48 chains. It is required to find the above without the affiftance 
of any {cale, table, or algebra, with a general theorem for all 
queftions of a fimilar nature. 
Vol. 43. Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by T. Coumbe, of St. Germagns, to J. French's Charade, inferted Nov. 14, 


a ITH f{cornful men the BLACK-GUARD doth agree, 
But men of fenfe will {corn fuch company. 


wwe an 


Anfwer, by J. Channon, of Oticry, to R. Holweil’s Charade, inferted Nov. 14. 





| on the coaft, my friend, you’ve been, 
The SEA-GULL furely you have feen, 


{* We have received the like anfwer from G. Hann, jun. of Stoke Ab- 
bot; G. Hollands; and W. Strong; of Exeter. 
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An ANAGRAM, by W.: Bickham, Jun. of Ajfhburton, 








= of Sodom, Sirs, tranfpofe, 
A furious beaft it will difclofe. 





.-AUOCHARADE, ‘by A. Kyat, of Dartmouth. 


(Se in my firft behold the captive flave, 
; By tyrants bound to fweep the briny wave ; 
Swafe flies my hex o’et the embattled plain, 

See by its vengeful fury myriads flain ; 

Soon may my whole its devaflation ceale, 

Awd hations join in unity and peace. 





——————— a ~- =et sia 


A CHARADE, by £. R. Bickham, of Newton Bufhel. 


oo my firft, where mangled corfes {pread 

The enfangnin'’d field with heaps of flaaghter’d dead ; 
There the brave foldier fearlefs of a wound, 

Doth hurl deftru@ion on his foes around ; 

This fcene, when o’er, my next doth oft him greet, 

With kind embraces, and with kiffes fweee; 

Ott with my whole our anceflors did fight, 

And laurels.gain’d by their undaunted might. 





An ENIGMA, by J Pafeals 


}* ages pail, when fimple nature reign’d, 

And vice and folly were alike difdain’d, 

When our forefathers, treating eafe with fcorn, 

Rofe withthe lark, and jocund hail’d the morn, 

*fwas then I ne’er was feen; but now, clate 

With pride, I rear my head midft pomp and flare, 

For I refide amongft the great and gay, 

Where affluence olds her courts of revelry. 

Afk the poor flave, who makes him wear-the chain, 

He’ll fay ’tis me Who caufes al! his pain. 

1 tore him from his wile and children dear, 

And fill bis brea@ with milery and delpair. 

I bring difeafes on the human race, 

And pinching poverty, nay oft difgrace. 

1 am the bane of health, but lead the way, 

To feenes of pleafure, mirth, and gaicty ; 

Yet as a rofe, who while its {tweets impart, 

I hide a thorn that fecret wounds the heart, Ch 
6 POETRY. 








Clowance, 1803. 
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VERSES written in a CONSERVATORY. 


¥5 genial {prings of foft expreffion, 
Whole gentle current {wells the mafe, 
Infpire me! while with pleas’d devotion, 
I my fond extacies difclofe. Y 
In blooming beauty bright expanding, 
Sweet Floratoo thy charms impart, 
°Tis thou whofe mingled {weets here blending 
Claims the effufions of my; heart. 


Loi now with majefty advancing, 
Bright Sol! the orient morn difplays ;_ 
See! feet cach plant, with pleafure dancing, 
Fondly greets the genial rays. 
The pearly drop befpangled pendant, 
Illuming {till the varied {cene, |.’ 
Surpaffing rich! O Heav’n tranfeendant! 
Thy works are here difplay’d divme ! 


Sweeten’d as ’twere by the graces, 
Lovely the flowers an afpe& wear, 

Still wafting with their zrial dreffes 
Perfumes exquifite thro’ the air. 

What varied beauty! fome reclining; 
Peculiar each thetr leaves unfold; 

While fome with tendrill’d clafp entwining, 
Add fill a contraft to the whole. 


O! ye blooming, heathy mountains, 
That deck Good Hope’s fair Cape with {miles ; 
Ye cooling, limpid, murmursing fountains, 
** Ye craggy rocks, and defert.wilds !" 
From Cambria’s fouthern new dominion, 
Acrots thro’ China’s vaft domain ; 
Or from the fhores of either Indian 
Sending forth a num’rous train, 


as gee of your {weet produftions 
with {miles can count them mine; 
Here in fancy’s fond refle@ions, 
Boaft the growth of very clime. 
Ambrofial fwecets! delightful pleafure, 
On the chequer’d {cenes to gaze; 
th’ untathom’d fource of meafure, 
snough to fing great nature’s praife! 


Here wrapp’d in penfive thought amufing, 
Each fimple flow’ ret let me view 5 

And fee their glory each diffu-ing, 
Ere I their Sinton bid adieu. 

For what’s more lovely than creation, 
More pleafing what each leaf t’ enfurl, 

And here, in filent contemplation, 

Botanize the living world? 
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ews For-the- We eExLty ENTERTAINERY — a 
LINES written in a RECESS upon TEIGNMOUTH BEACH. 


HO?’ deat’ning billows lath the fhore, 
And rock the cradled {kit ; i 
Tho’ o’er my head loud thunder rolls, 
And lightnings flrnke the cliffs 
Yet here, from ail their fury free, 
Calm and vomow’d am I; . 27? 
Safe hous’d- within. my humble cell, 
Their vengeance I defy. 


So when the'ftorms of fate arife; 
And fortune *gins to low’r, 

When buffested by adverte gales, 
I feek fome friendly fhore, 

Oh! may I then a thelter find, 
To {creen me from defpair ; 

er 7 poflets 
To blunt the edge of care. 





For th Wegsekty ENTERTAINER, 
WILLIAM’s DEATH: 


—— battle’s bloody rage was o’er, 
And lifelets foldiers prefs’d the ground 5 
The cannon pourt’d forth death no more, 
But horrid flilloefs reign’d around ; 
Save where the yet expiring ftrain 
Of {creaming ahguifh Mruck the ear, 
And melancholy’s thriller fcream, 
By horror echoed thro’ the plain, 
To call from pity’s eye the fympathifing tear. 
Thro’ horrid fcenes poor Anna went, 
O’ecr heaps of mangled bodies flew, 
To find her William fadly bent, 
While tears her pallid cheeks bedew. 
Ab! many a gha@ly wound was there ; 
As oft fhe tarned her ftreaming cyes, 
While down her-cheek the falling tear, 
Fell on the foldier’s honour’d bier, 
As o’er the bloody plain the helplefs maiden flies. 
Now to the {pot where William lay, 
With many a trembling flep fhe came ; 
The dangers of the glorious day 
Had cloth’d her foldier’s life with fame. 
His breaft with many a wound was torn, 
Piere’d was that heart of pureft love. 
So fades the role before the Horm, 
Ten thoufand horrors round her {warm, 
And biack and frightful clouds the dreadful view enhance. 


Aghaft the flands a monument of grief; 

Nor {miling hope illumes the fearful fight, 

Nor tender tear now flarts to her relict; 

Nor moon nor flars afford their grateful light, 

** *Tis he!” the thriek’d, the note was death, 

Then lifelefs funk on William’s breaft; 

Firm to his.beart the mourner cleft ; 

And while, with trembling parting breath, 
She fthriek’d his namr, and funk to endlefs reft. 


W. BEDFORD, 
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